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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to Claim 1-1 4 have been considered but are 

moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious 
at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said 
subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1, 7, 9, 11 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hiroshi (hereinafter "Hiroshi '2A2" EP 838342A2) in view of 
Munetomo et al (hereinafter "Munetomo '530" 6,661 ,530). 

With respect to Claim 1, Hiroshi '2A2 teaches A printing system comprising: 
(a) a printing machine having a plurality of paper feed sections (i.e., A plurality of 
paper feed sections are included in the printer, Col. 3 Lines 40-45), said printing 
machine using a sheet stored in any one of said plurality of paper feed sections (i.e., 
Col. 3 Lines 45-49, sheets can be stored into a paper feed section and used for 
printing ); and a controller for providing print data to said printing machine (i.e., Col. 2 
Lines 48-55 , Host computer providing print data to printer), said controller 
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including a paper feed section specifying element (i.e., Col. 7 lines 16-17 , sheet feed 
controller) for specifying one of said plurality of paper feed sections for feeding said 
sheet for printing of an image represented by said print data on said sheet (i.e., Col. 7 
Lines 14-17, sheet feed controller gives instructions to specify the sheet feed 
mechanism to select a specific sheet path for feeding a sheet for a image to be 
printed on), an information defining element (,Col. 5 Line 9,print customizer) for 
defining identification information(i.e., Col. 5 Lines 9-10, Print customizer defines a 
sheet that was fed in the printer by the specific sheet path) that is used to create a 
preview image for identifying said plurality of paper feed sections, (i.e., Col. 5 lines Col. 
11-15, Specific sheets that were defined by the print customizer are previewed on 
a monitor). 

Hiroshi '2A2 does not explicitly teach an image creating element for creating a 
preview image, based on said image represented by said print data, and said 
identification information defined by said information defining element for the paper feed 
section specified by said paper feed section specifying element, and a display element 
for displaying said preview image created by said image creating element. 

However, the mentioned Claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Munetomo '530 In particular, Munetomo '530 teaches the use of a printing 
system comprising identification information (i.e. Col. 16 Lines 1-5,specific Sheet in a 
printer) that is used to create a preview image (i.e., Col. 16 Lines 1-5, specific sheet 
in printer is used to generate a preview image ) and an image creating element 
(i.e.,2-13 of Fig. 2, Print preview processor ) for creating a preview image (i.e. Fig. 
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48,Print preview processor creates a preview image ), based on said image 
represented by said print data (i.e.,43-2 of Fig. 43, Document Data), and said 
identification information (i.e., Col. 25 Line 59- Col 26 Line 4 and Fig. 50 ,Preview 
image is created based on specific sheet feed type and print data ) defined by said 
information defining element (i.e., Col. 12 Lines 16-23., user input) for the paper feed 
section (i.e., Col. 17 lines 20-22, paper feed tray ) specified by said paper feed 
section specifying element (i.e. Col. 16 lines 65-67,general information processor) a 
display element (i.e.,42-6 of Fig. 42, Display ) for displaying said preview image 
created by said image creating element, (i.e. fig. 50, display shows user a preview 
created by print preview processor) 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the printing system of Hiroshi '2A2 as 
taught by Munetomo '530 since Munetomo '530 suggested in CoL 17 lines 26-27 that 
such a modification would permit a more user friendly printing system. 

With respect to Claim 7, Hiroshi '2A2 teaches a controller (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 4- 
11, Host computer sends data to control plurality of printers ) for providing print 
data to a printing machine (i.e., Col. 2 Lines 48-55 , Host computer providing print 
data to printer), said controller comprising: an information defining element (i.e., Col. 5 
Line 9, print customizer) for defining identification information (i.e., Col. 5 Lines 9-10, 
Print customizer defines a sheet that was fed in the printer by the specific sheet 
path)that is used to create a preview image for identifying a plurality of paper feed 
sections provided in said printing machine (i.e., Col. 5 lines Col. 11-15 and Fig. 5, 
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Specific sheets that were defined by the print customizer are previewed on a 
monitor); a paper feed section specifying element (i.e., Col. 7 lines 16-17 , sheet feed 
controller)for specifying one of said plurality of paper feed sections for feeding a sheet 
for printing of an image represented by said print data on said sheet (i.e., Col. 7 Lines 
14-17, sheet feed controller gives instructions to specify the sheet feed 
mechanism to select a specific sheet path for feeding a sheet for a image to be 
printed on); 

Hiroshi '2A2 does not explicitly teach a controller comprising an image creating 
element for creating a preview image based on said image represented by said print 
data, and said identification information defined by said information defining element for 
the paper feed section specified by said paper feed section specifying element and a 
display element for displaying said preview image created by said image creating 
element. 

However, the mentioned Claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Munetomo '530 In particular, Munetomo '530 teaches a controller' 
comprising an image creating element (i.e.,2-13 of Fig. 2, Print preview processor) 
for creating a preview image (i.e. Fig. 48,Print preview processor creates a preview 
image )based on said image represented by said print data (i.e.,43-2 of Fig. 43, 
Document Data), and said identification information (i.e., Col. 25 Line 59- Col 26 Line 
4 and Fig. 50 , Preview image is created based on specific sheet feed type and 
print data ) defined by said information defining element (i.e. Col. 16 Lines 1- 
5,specific Sheet in a printer)for the paper feed section i.e., Col. 17 lines 20-22, paper 
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feed tray ) specified by said paper feed section specifying element (i.e. Col. 16 lines 
65-67,general information processor) and a display element for displaying said 
preview image created by said image creating element (i.e. fig. 50, Display shows user 
a preview created by print preview processor). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the printing system of Hiroshi '2A2 as 
taught by Munetomo '530 since Munetomo '530 suggested in Col. 17 lines 26-27 that 
such a modification would permit a more user friendly printing system. 

With respect to Claim 9, Hiroshi '2A2 teaches a method (i.e., Col. 11 Lines 10- 
27 Method of Hiroshi '2A2 stored on a recording medium) comprising defining 
identification information (i.e., Col. 5 Lines 9-10, Print customizer defines a sheet 
that was fed in the printer by the specific sheet path) that is used to create a 
preview image for identifying a plurality of paper feed sections provided in a printing 
machine (i.e., Col. 5 lines Col. 11-15 and Fig. 5, Specific sheets that were defined 
by the print customizer are previewed on a monitor); specifying one of said plurality 
of paper feed sections for feeding a sheet for printing of said image represented by said 
print data on said sheet; (i.e., Col. 7 Lines 14-17, sheet feed controller gives 
instructions to specify the sheet feed mechanism to select a specific sheet path 
for feeding a sheet for a image to be printed on). 

Hiroshi '2A2 does not explicitly teach a method of displaying an image 
represented by print data and creating a preview image, based on said image 
represented by said print data, and said identification information that is defined in step 
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(a) taught by Hiroshi '2A2 for the paper fed section specified in said step (b) and 
displaying said preview image created in said step (c), 

However, the mentioned Claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Munetomo '530 In particular, Munetomo '530 teaches the use of a method 
of displaying an image represented by print data (i.e.,43-2 to 43-4 of Fig. 43, 
Document Data) and creating a preview image (i.e. Fig. 48,Print preview processor 
creates a preview image), based on said image represented by said print data , and 
said identification information (i.e., col. 8 Lines 5-10, Preview image is created 
based on print data and identification information that is scanned in and now 
became image data) that is defined in step (a) where Hiroshi '2A2 teaches the paper 
fed section specified in said step (b) and displaying said preview image created in said 
step (c) (i.e., Hiroshi '2A2 Col. 5 lines Col. 11-15, Specific sheets that were defined 
by the print customizer are previewed on a monitor). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the printing system of Hiroshi '2A2 as 
taught by Munetomo '530 since Munetomo '530 suggested in Col. 17 lines 26-27 that 
such a modification would permit a more user friendly printing system. 

With respect to Claim 11, Hiroshi '2A2 teaches a recording medium having 
recorded thereon a program readable by a computer (i.e., Col. 11 Lines 10-27, 
program media having a program executable by a computer), said program causing 
said computer to execute the steps of: defining identification information (i.e., Fig. 3, 
paper feed sheets are defined) that is used to create a preview image for identifying a 
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plurality of paper feed sections provided in a printing machine (i.e., Fig. 3, Each paper 
feed sheet which is defined defines a paper feed section where the scanned 
paper feed sheet is used to create a preview of each sheet stored in the printer); 

specifying on of said plurality of paper feed sections for feeding a sheet for printing of an 
image represented by print data on said sheet (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 7-11 , User may 
select a paper feed path to select which paper feed section for feeding a sheet for 
printing of an image represented by print data) 

Hiroshi '2A2 teaches the said identification information defined in step (a) for the 
paper feed section specified in said step (b) and displaying said preview image created 
in step(c) but does not teach a recording medium having a program readable by a 
computer a step of creating a preview image, based on said image represented by said 
print data 

However, the mentioned Claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Munetomo '530 In particular, Munetomo '530 teaches the use of a 
program readable by a computer a step of creating a preview image (i.e. Fig. 48, Print 
preview processor creates a preview image), based on said image represented by 
said print data (i.e., 43-2 of Fig. 43, Document Data). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the printing system of Hiroshi '2A2 as 
taught by Munetomo '530 since Munetomo '530 suggested in CoL 17 lines 26-27 that 
such a modification would permit a more user friendly printing system. 
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With respect to Claim 13, Hiroshi '2A2 teaches A program product including a 
program readable by a computer (i.e., Col. 11 Lines 10-27, program product having 
a program executable by a computer), said program causing said computer to 
execute the steps of: (a) defining identification information (i.e.,Fig.3, paper feed 
sheets are defined) that is used to create a preview image for identifying a plurality of 
paperjeed sections provided in a printing machine (i.e., Fig. 3, Each paper feed sheet 
which is defined defines a paper feed section where the scanned paper feed 
sheet is used to create a preview of each sheet stored in the printer); (b) specifying 
one of said plurality of paper feed sections for feeding a sheet for printing of an image 
represented by print data on said sheet (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 7-11 , User may select a 
paper feed path to select which paper feed section for feeding a sheet for printing 
of an image represented by print data); 

Hiroshi '2A2 teaches the said identification information defined in step (a) for the 
paper feed section specified in said step (b) and displaying said preview image created 
in step(c) but does not teach a recording medium having a program readable by a 
computer a step of creating a preview image, based on said image represented by said 
print data. 

However, the mentioned Claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Munetomo '530 In particular, Munetomo '530 teaches the use of a 
program readable by a computer a step of creating a preview image (i.e. Fig. 48, print 
preview processor creates a preview image), based on said image represented by 
said print data (i.e., 43-2 of Fig. 43, Document Data). 



Application/Control Number: Page 10 

10/656,200 

Art Unit: 2625 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the printing system of Hiroshi '2A2 as 
taught by Munetomo '530 since Munetomo '530 suggested in Col. 17 lines 26-27 that 
such a modification would permit a more user friendly printing system. 

3. Claims 2 ^" 6 > 8 > 1 °. 12 > 14 -19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hiroshi in view of Munetomo '530 and further in view of Shibasaki 
(hereinafter Shibasaki '352"US 2002/0054352). 

With respect to Claim 2, Hiroshi C 2A2 teaches a slip sheet feed section 
specifying element (i.e., Col 5 Lines 11-19, GUI) for specifying on of said plurality of 
paper feed sections (i.e., Col. 4 Line 7-9, GUI sends instructions specifying which 
paper feed section) for feeding a sheet to be used as a slip sheet (i.e., Col. 4 Lines 5- 
11, The selection from the GUI specifies which slip sheet that will be used) and 
Munetomo '530 teaches an image creating element which creates said preview image 
(i.e., Col. 14 Lines 25-30 Print preview processor creates a preview image). 

The combination of Hiroshi '2A2 and Munetomo '530 does not explicitly teach a 
printing system wherein said controller where a preview image is created based on said 
position in which said slip sheet is to be inserted where Hiroshi '2A2 teaches defining 
said information defining element (i.e., Col. 12 Lines 16-23., user input) for the paper 
feed section specified by said slip sheet feed section specifying element (i.e., Col. 12 
Lines 16-23., user input from computer). 
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However, the mentioned Claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibasaki '352 In particular, Shibasaki '352 teaches the use of a printing 
system wherein said controller where a preview image (i.e., Fig. 10, Preview image of 
print data and slip sheet) is created based on said position in which said slip sheet is to 
be inserted (i.e., 22a of Fig. 9, Slip sheet which is scanned in becomes an image 
file where it can be represented by a file name such as "INPUT DATA FILE 2" and 
the slip sheet can be correlated with any page of the print data) which is specified 
by said position specifying element (i.e., Para 0040, panel control section for 
specifying position ), and said identification information (i.e., 22a of Fig. 8, 
identification information) 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the printing system of '2A2 and Munetomo 
'530 as taught by Shibasaki '352 since Shibasaki '352 suggested in Para 0012 that such 
a modification would provide a system for image formation where a user can easily 
carry out setting and combination of original images as the user intended. 

With respect to Claim 5, Munetomo '530 teaches a printing system wherein said 
image creating element (i.e., 2-1 3 of Fig. 2, Print preview processor ) creates said 
preview image (i.e. Fig. 48, Print preview processor creates a preview image ) by 
using said identification information (i.e., 15-1 of Fig. 15, Print setting data ) defined by 
Hiroshi '2A2 where said information defining element (i.e., Col. 12 Lines 16-23., user 
input) for said paper feed section (i.e., Col. 17 lines 20-22, paper feed tray ) specified 
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by said paper feed section specifying element as a preview image (i.e. Col. 16 lines 65- 
67,general information processor). 

The combination of Hiroshi '2A2 and Munetomo '530 does not explicitly teach 
printing system where the identification information is defined a pattern of said preview 
image. 

However, the mentioned Claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibasaki '352, In particular Shibasaki '352 teaches a printing system 
where the identification information is defined a pattern of said preview image (i.e., 
Identification information as shown in 22a of fig. 9 can be defined as a pattern of 
said preview image as shown in 31a of fig. 10). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the printing system of '2A2 and Munetomo 
'530 as taught by Shibasaki '352 since Shibasaki '352 suggested in Para 0012 that such 
a modification would provide a system for image formation where a user can easily 
carry out setting and combination of original images as the user intended. 

With respect to Claim 6, Hiroshi '2A2 teaches a printing system wherein said 
display element (i.e., Col. 5 Lines 28, GUI) displays a plurality of preview images 
created by said image creating element in list form (i.e., Col 5 Lines 11-19 and Fig. 3, 
GUI displays in list form a preview image created by a image creating element 
such as a print customizer a list of preview images). 

With respect to Claim 8, Hiroshi '2A2 teaches a controller comprising slip sheet 
feed section specifying element (i.e., Col 5 Lines 11-19, GUI) for specifying one of said 
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plurality of paper feed sections (i.e., Col. 4 Line 7-9, GUI sends instructions 
specifying which paper feed section) for feeding a sheet to be used as said slip sheet 
(i.e., Col. 4 Lines 5-11, The selection from the GUI specifies which slip sheet that 
will be used) 

Hiroshi '2A2 and Munetomo '530 does not explicitly teach the use of a controller 
comprising a position specifying element for specifying a position in which a slip sheet is 
to be inserted between printed sheets and wherein said image creating element creates 
said preview image, based on said position in which said slip sheet is to be inserted 

However, the mentioned Claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibasaki '352 In particular, Shibasaki '352 teaches the use of a controller 
comprising a position specifying element (i.e., Para 0040, Panel control section ), for 
specifying a position in which a slip sheet is to be inserted (i.e., Para 0040, Panel 
control section allows user to specify a position which a slip sheet is to be 
inserted) between printed sheets (i.e., Fig. 8,Panel control section allows user to 
designate where slip sheet [22a of fig. 8] is to be positioned among printed sheets 
[21a of fig. 8] ) and wherein said image creating element creates said preview image, 
based on said position in which said slip sheet is to be inserted (i.e., Fig. 10, a preview 
is displayed based on position in which said slip sheet is inserted) 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the printing system of '2A2 and Munetomo 
'530 as taught by Shibasaki '352 since Shibasaki '352 suggested in Para 0012 that such 
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a modification would provide a system for image formation where a user can easily 
carry out setting and combination of original images as the user intended. 

With respect to Claim 10, Hiroshi '2A2 teaches a method of specifying one of 
said plurality of paper feed sections (i.e., Col. 4 Line 7-9, GUI sends instructions 
specifying which paper feed section) for feeding a sheet to be used as said slip sheet 
(i.e., Col. 4 Lines 5-11, The selection from the GUI specifies which slip sheet that 
will be used) 

The combination of Hiroshi '2A2 and Munetomo '530 does not explicitly teach a 
method of specifying a position in which a slip sheet is to be inserted between printed 
sheets and wherein said step (c) includes creating said preview image, based on said 
position in which said slip sheet is to be inserted which is specified in said step (e), and 
said identification information defined in said step (a) for the paper feed section 
specified in said step (f). 

However, the mentioned Claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibasaki '352 In particular, Shibasaki '352 teaches the use of a method 
of specifying a position in which a slip sheet is to be inserted (i.e., Para 0040, Panel 
control section allows user to specify a position which a slip sheet is to be 
inserted)between printed sheets (i.e., Fig. 8, Panel control section allows user to 
designate where slip sheet [22a of fig. 8] is to be positioned among printed sheets 
[21a of fig. 8] ) and wherein said step (c) includes creating said preview image, based 
on said position in which said slip sheet is to be inserted which is specified in said step 
(e), and said identification information defined in said step (a) for the paper feed section 
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specified in said step (f). (i.e., Fig. 10, a preview is displayed based on position in 
which said slip sheet is inserted and identification information in 22a of fig. 9). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the printing system of '2A2 and Munetomo 
'530 as taught by Shibasaki '352 since Shibasaki '352 suggested in Para 0012 that such 
a modification would provide a system for image formation where a user can easily 
carry out setting and combination of original images as the user intended. 

With respect to Claim 12, Hiroshi '2A2 teaches a recording medium wherein said 
program causes said computer to further execute the steps of specifying on of said 
plurality of paper feed sections (i.e., Col. 4 Line 7-9, GUI sends instructions 
specifying which paper feed section) for feeding a sheet to be used as said slip sheet 
(i.e., Col. 4 Lines 5-11, The selection from the GUI specifies which slip sheet that 
will be used) 

The combination of Hiroshi '2A2 and Munetomo '530 does not explicitly teach a 
recording medium wherein aid program causes said computer to further execute the 
steps of specifying a position in which a slip sheet is to be inserted between printed 
sheets and where the step (c) includes creating said preview image, based on said 
position in which said slip sheet is to be inserted which is specified by in step (e) and 
said identification information is defined in step (a) for the paper feed section specified 
in step (f). 

However, the mentioned Claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibasaki '352 In particular, Shibasaki '352 teaches the use of a 
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recording medium wherein aid program causes said computer to further execute the 
steps of specifying a position in which a slip sheet is to be inserted (i.e., Para 0040, 
Panel control section allows user to specify a position which a slip sheet is to be 
inserted) between printed sheets (i.e., Fig. 8, Panel control section allows user to 
designate where slip sheet [22a of fig. 8] is to be positioned among printed sheets 
[21a of fig. 8] ) and where the step (c) includes creating said preview image, based on 
said position in which said slip sheet is to be inserted which is specified by in step (e) 
and said identification information is defined in step (a) for the paper feed section 
specified in step (f). (i.e., Fig. 10, a preview is displayed based on position in which 
said slip sheet is inserted and identification information in 22a of fig. 9). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the printing system of '2A2 and Munetomo 
'530 as taught by Shibasaki '352 since Shibasaki '352 suggested in Para 0012 that such 
a modification would provide a system for image formation where a user can easily 
carry out setting and combination of original images as the user intended. 

With respect to Claim 14, Hiroshi '2A2 The program product wherein said 
program causes said computer to further execute the steps of (f) specifying one of said 
plurality of paper feed sections (i.e., Col. 4 Line 7-9, GUI sends instructions 
specifying which paper feed section) for feeding a sheet to be used as said slip sheet 
(i.e., Col. 4 Lines 5-11, The selection from the GUI specifies which slip sheet that 
will be used). 
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The combination of Hiroshi '2A2 and Munetomo '530 does not explicitly teach a 
program product wherein said program causes said computer to further execute the 
steps of (e) specifying a position in which a slip sheet is to be inserted between printed 
sheets, and said step (c) includes creating said preview image, based on said position 
in which said slip sheet is to be inserted which is specified in said step (e), and said 
identification information defined in said step (a) for the paper feed section specified in 
said step (f). 

However, the mentioned Claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibasaki '352 In particular, Shibasaki '352 teaches the use of a 
program product wherein said program causes said computer to further execute the 
steps of specifying a position in which a slip sheet is to be inserted (i.e., Para 0040, 
Panel control section allows user to specify a position which a slip sheet is to be 
inserted) between printed sheets (i.e., Fig. 8, Panel control section allows user to 
designate where slip sheet [22a of fig. 8] is to be positioned among printed sheets 
[21a of fig. 8] ) and where the step (c) includes creating said preview image,, based on 
said position in which said slip sheet is to be inserted which is specified by in step (e) 
and said identification information is defined in step (a) for the paper feed section 
specified in step (f). (i.e., Fig. 10, a preview is displayed based on position in which 
said slip sheet is inserted and identification information in 22a of fig. 9). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of invention was made to modify the printing system of '2A2 and 
Munetomo '530 as taught by Shibasaki '352 since Shibasaki c 352 suggested in Para 
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0012 that such a modification would provide a system for image formation where a user 
can easily carry out setting and combination of original images as the user intended. 

With respect to Claim 15, The combination of Hiroshi '2A2 and Munetomo '530 
does not explicitly teach The printing system wherein said image creating element 
creates said preview image based on an image composed of said identification 
information and said image. 

However, the mentioned Claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibasaki '352 In particular, Shibasaki '352 teaches the use of a printing 
system wherein said image creating element creates said preview image (I.e., Para 
0026, Preview image displayed on a preview image ) based on an image composed 
of said identification information (i.e., Fig. 7,ldentification information is scanned in 
and represented as 22a )and said image (i.e., Para 50 and Fig. 7 , Image is inputted 
as data file 1 and represented as 21a ). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the printing system of '2A2 and Munetomo 
'530 as taught by Shibasaki '352 since Shibasaki '352 suggested in Para 0012 that such 
a modification would provide a system for image formation where a user can easily 
carry out setting and combination of original images as the user intended. 

With respect to Claim 16 The combination of Hiroshi '2A2 and Munetomo '530 
does not explicitly teach a controller wherein said image creating element creates said 
preview image based on an image composed of said identification information and said 
image. 
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However, the mentioned Claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibasaki '352 In particular, Shibasaki '352 teaches the use of a controller 
wherein said image creating element creates said preview image (i.e., Para 0026, 
Preview image displayed on a preview image ) based on an image composed of said 
identification information (i.e., Fig. 7, Identification information is scanned in and 
represented as 22a )and said image (i.e., Para 50 and Fig. 7 , Image is inputted as 
data file 1 and represented as 21a ). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the printing system of '2A2 and Munetomo 
'530 as taught by Shibasaki '352 since Shibasaki '352 suggested in Para 0012 that such 
a modification would provide a system for image formation where a user can easily 
carry out setting and combination of original images as the user intended. 

With respect to Claim 17, The combination of Hiroshi '2A2 and Munetomo '530 
does not explicitly teach a method of displaying wherein said step (c) creates said 
preview image based on an image composed of said identification information and said 
image. 

However, the mentioned Claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibasaki '352 In particular, Shibasaki '352 teaches the use of a method 
of displaying wherein said step (c) creates said preview image (i.e., Para 0026, 
Preview image displayed on a preview image ) based on an image composed of said 
identification information (i.e., Fig. 7,ldentification information is scanned in and 
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represented as 22a )and said image (i.e., Para 50 and Fig. 7 , Image is inputted as 
data file 1 and represented as 21a ). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the printing system of '2A2 and Munetomo 
'530 as taught by Shibasaki '352 since Shibasaki '352 suggested in Para 0012 that such 
a modification would provide a system for image formation where a user can easily 
carry out setting and combination of original images as the user intended. 

With respect to Claim 18 The combination of Hiroshi '2A2 and Munetomo '530 
does not explicitly teach a recording medium wherein said step (c) creates said preview 
image based on an image composed of said identification information and said image. 

However, the mentioned Claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibasaki '352 In particular, Shibasaki '352 teaches the use of a recording 
medium wherein said step (c) creates said preview image (i.e., Para 0026, Preview 
image displayed on a preview image ) based on an image composed of said 
identification information (i.e., Fig. 7, Identification information is scanned in and 
represented as 22a )and said image (i.e., Para 50 and Fig. 7 , Image is inputted as 
data file 1 and represented as 21a ). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the printing system of '2A2 and Munetomo 
'530 as taught by Shibasaki '352 since Shibasaki '352 suggested in Para 0012 that such 
a modification would provide a system for image formation where a user can easily 
carry out setting and combination of original images as the user intended. 
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With respect to Claim 19 The combination of Hiroshi '2A2 and Munetomo '530 
does not explicitly teach a program product wherein said step (c) creates said preview 
image based on an image composed of said identification information and said image 

However, the mentioned Claimed limitations are well known in the art as 
evidenced by Shibasaki '352 In particular, Shibasaki '352 teaches the use of a program 
product wherein said step (c) creates said preview image (i.e., Para 0026, Preview 
image displayed on a preview image ) based on an image composed of said 
identification information (i.e., Fig. 7, Identification information is scanned in and 
represented as 22a )and said image (i.e., Para 50 and Fig. 7 , Image is inputted as 
data file 1 and represented as 21a ). 

In view of this, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of invention was made to modify the printing system of '2A2 and Munetomo 
'530 as taught by Shibasaki '352 since Shibasaki '352 suggested in Para 0012 that such 
a modification would provide a system for image formation where a user can easily 
carry out setting and combination of original images as the user intended. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claim 3 and 4 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. The following is a statement of reasons for 
the indication of allowable subject matter: none of the references, either singularly or in 
combination, teach or fairly suggest a printing System comprising a printing, controller 
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an information defining element, paper feed section, image creating element and a 
display element where the image creating element creates a preview image by 
identification specified by paper feed specifying element as a background and periphery 
of preview image. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis Dicker whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
3140. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Friday 7:30 A.M. to 5:00 
P.M.. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Aung Moe can be reached on (571) 272-7314. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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